KEY    TO    POLAND    IN    PRUSSIAN    HANDS

The Bismarckian policy, which frankly aimed
at the 'extermination* of the Poles, and was carried
on in an intensified form by Prince Bulow, the
third Reich Chancellor (1901, 1906-7) by means
of repressive educational and expropriation acts,
served to arouse the instinct of self-preservation
in the Poles. But the deliberate economic destruc-
tion of Danzig, and its separation from Poland
was, and remained, an open wound. The partial
improvement of the Vistula estuary by the Ger-
mans made little difference to Danzig, in view of
the neglect of the Middle Vistula in Congress
Poland. The steamship service established on the
Vistula in 1848 could also not develop and by
the year 1911 the undertaking was of little signifi-
cance. The ports of Konigsberg and Stettin, which
were first supported to the detriment of Danzig
by Frederick II, continued to be serious com-
petitors and Stettin, for instance, was able to
quote lower rates for Lodz than Danzig.

A purely external increase, an increase of terri-
tory, was effected by a Government decree against
the will of Danzig! The incorporation of fourteen
suburbs in 1877 brought the number of the
population to 100,000; by 1910 Danzig had
170,000 inhabitants, far more than many other
German ports. Nearly a third of them are still
Catholics, despite the German influence.

From 1912, the anti-Polish tendency gained the
upper hand in Danzig. Yet in October 1918, the
business community of Danzig asked that the city
should be incorporated with Poland. It was the
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